
Since 1856, St. Basil’s Parish has been home to people of all ages and needs. We are blessed 
because you are all here! 

Mothers are welcome to nurse their children in church or provide them snacks as needed. If you 
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Michael Pirri
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Administered by the Basilian Fathers
Office Hours

Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 1:00pm
Sunday: 8:15am - 1:15pm

Sunday Masses
5:00pm (sat)
9:00am; 10:30am; 12:00pm; 4:30pm

Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday: 7:30am; 12:10pm

Confessions
Monday - Friday: 11:30am - 12:00pm
Saturday: 4:30pm - 5:00pm

Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals

Please see the parish website or call the main 
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notice.

December 25, 2024 Nativity of the Lord

Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Monday - Friday: 5:10pm

Adoration
Tuesday: 3:00pm-6:00pm

God’s Face Shining on Us

“O God, let your face shine on us, and we shall be 
saved”.  In my times of prayer, I seem to keep noticing 
these words from the Old Testament, including from 
Psalm 80, which is the responsorial psalm for the 4th 
Sunday of Advent, and other passages like the Priestly 
Blessing (Numbers 6.24-26) and Psalm 4.  The authors 
of these passages recognized the power of God’s face 
shining on us, bringing us salvation, blessing, and peace.  
What is a bit paradoxical is that there are also passages 
warning that to see God face-to-face would cause one 
to die (Exodus 33.20), though it did not always happen, 
like when Jacob wrestled with God, whom he saw, and 
yet his life was preserved (Genesis 32.30).  If death could 
result, then to see God’s face might not be something 
sought.
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Upcoming Second Collections

January 11/12: Building Fund

Mass Intentions

December 22-28

Sunday

9:00am
10:30am
12:00pm
4:30pm

Monday

7:30am
12:10pm

Tuesday

7:30am
7:00pm, midnight

Wednesday

9:00am, 10:30am, 
12:00pm

Thursday

9:00am

 
Friday

7:30pm
12:10pm

Saturday

5:00pm

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Nicola Ciavarella (�)
Pro Populo
Mary Fraser (�)
Sera D'Amario (�)

Jamil, Laure Boulos, Aria Raymond (�)

Pro Populo

Nativity of the Lord
Pro Populo
Pro Populo

St. Stephen 
Pro Populo

St. John
Peter and Margaret (liv)
Peter Korinis (�)

Luigi Ciavarella (�)
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Pray for the Deceased.

Christmas & New Year's 

Schedule

Tuesday, December 24, 2024 (Christmas Eve)
• Weekday Mass:  7:30 a.m.
• Cancelled:  Confessions, 12:10 p.m. Mass, 

Adoration, Vespers
• Christmas Eve Masses:  7 p.m. and 12 midnight, 

with Christmas carols sung a half hour before 
each Mass (6:30 p.m. and 11:30 p.m.) 

Wednesday, December 25, 2024 (Christmas Day)
• Christmas Day Masses: 9a.m.,10:30a.m.,12noon
• Cancelled:  Vespers

Thursday, December 26, 2024 (Boxing Day)
• Weekday Mass:  9 a.m. only
• Cancelled:  Vespers
• ���������	
��

Tuesday, December 31, 2024 (New Year's Eve)
• Weekday Masses:  7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m.
• Confessions:  11:30 a.m. 
• Cancelled:  Adoration, Vespers
• Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil 

Mass:  5 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 1, 2025 (New Year's Day)
• Mass for Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God:  

9 a.m. and 12 noon
• Cancelled:  Confessions, Vespers
• ���������	
��

Thank You!
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contributions of the many groups which volunteer 
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and the wreathes, to the those that were part of the 
decorating and cleaning of the church, to St. Basil’s 
Parish Choir and Schola Cantorum for providing 
music in our liturgies, and to our liturgical ministers 
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you as well to volunteers in our outreach ministries 
that worked hard preparing for special meal services 
for our patrons, and visiting community members.

Things changed with the Incarnation, when 
God became a human being in the person of Jesus, 
in that little child in the manger in Bethlehem.  
What was God trying to communicate with us in 
the birth of Jesus?  For one thing, humility.  God 
chose to be brought low, to become vulnerable 
and accessible to us like never before.  God, 
who had already entered into a covenant with a 
chosen people, now demonstrated a desire for the 
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see God face-to-face without fear.  There really 
is not anything less threatening than a baby, 
especially a sleeping baby, and really nothing 
much more loveable.  

Our annual celebration of Christmas reminds 
us of how God’s face has shone on us in a powerful, 
yet gentle, way with the Eternal Word becoming 
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��� � %"��� ��	���� ��� ����� �	�� 
�	���� �����
Jesus was born or the years that he walked the 
earth, we can learn about him in the scriptures 
and share the stories with others.  That is not 
enough, though.  God wants people of all times 
and places to encounter Emmanuel personally.  
We have the Holy Spirit who introduces us to 
Jesus, with the hope that we will accept his love 
and in turn desire to love him and anyone God 

places in our lives.  

On Christmas Eve this year, Pope Francis 
kicks off the Jubilee Year of Hope by opening 
the Holy Doors at St. Peter’s Basilica.  In the 
Papal Bull, SPES NON CONFUNDIT (“Hope does 
not disappoint”), he expresses his desire that 
the Jubilee “be a moment of genuine, personal 
encounter with the Lord Jesus” and that we be 
renewed in the hope “that nothing and no one 
may ever separate us from God’s love”.  That is 
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baby, and now through you and me as the Holy 
Spirit empowers us to bring blessings to others 
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show.  In the words of Numbers 6.24-26:

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace.

Merry Christmas!

— Fr. Morgan

Opening of the Jubilee Year

On December 24, 2024, Pope Francis will open 
the Jubilee Year which will conclude on January 6, 
2026. The theme of the 2025 Jubilee is "Pilgrims of 
Hope". We look forward to celebrating the Jubilee 
here at St. Basil's in the year ahead throughout our 
ministries. 
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to join our Archbishop, Frank Cardinal Leo, to 
open the Jubilee Year with a Solemn Opening 
Mass at St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica, at 5 p.m. 
on Sunday, December 29, 2024. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available at the Cathedral 
before Mass from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. We will be 
distributing prayer cards for the Jubilee Year next 
weekend at all Masses. 

ShareLife

ShareLife has been a supporter of the programs 
at our own parish, helping us extend care and 
compassion to the community.

Thanks to the generosity of ShareLife, St. 
Basil's received a $5,000 grant that will support 
our Outreach Ministry, which provides 225 meals 
to our guests and neighbours each week. This 
support brings nourishment and hope to those we 
proudly serve.

Your gift will double in value! From now  
until year end, your contribution to our parish’s 
ShareLife campaign will be matched by an 
anonymous donor up to a total of $500,000. You 
can donate using a ShareLife envelope, or online 
at sharelife.org/donate.
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and the wreathes, to the those that were part of the 
decorating and cleaning of the church, to St. Basil’s 
Parish Choir and Schola Cantorum for providing 
music in our liturgies, and to our liturgical ministers 
��	��������������!
�
��"�������������������������
���
you as well to volunteers in our outreach ministries 
that worked hard preparing for special meal services 
for our patrons, and visiting community members.

Things changed with the Incarnation, when 
God became a human being in the person of Jesus, 
in that little child in the manger in Bethlehem.  
What was God trying to communicate with us in 
the birth of Jesus?  For one thing, humility.  God 
chose to be brought low, to become vulnerable 
and accessible to us like never before.  God, 
who had already entered into a covenant with a 
chosen people, now demonstrated a desire for the 
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see God face-to-face without fear.  There really 
is not anything less threatening than a baby, 
especially a sleeping baby, and really nothing 
much more loveable.  

Our annual celebration of Christmas reminds 
us of how God’s face has shone on us in a powerful, 
yet gentle, way with the Eternal Word becoming 
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Jesus was born or the years that he walked the 
earth, we can learn about him in the scriptures 
and share the stories with others.  That is not 
enough, though.  God wants people of all times 
and places to encounter Emmanuel personally.  
We have the Holy Spirit who introduces us to 
Jesus, with the hope that we will accept his love 
and in turn desire to love him and anyone God 

places in our lives.  

On Christmas Eve this year, Pope Francis 
kicks off the Jubilee Year of Hope by opening 
the Holy Doors at St. Peter’s Basilica.  In the 
Papal Bull, SPES NON CONFUNDIT (“Hope does 
not disappoint”), he expresses his desire that 
the Jubilee “be a moment of genuine, personal 
encounter with the Lord Jesus” and that we be 
renewed in the hope “that nothing and no one 
may ever separate us from God’s love”.  That is 
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baby, and now through you and me as the Holy 
Spirit empowers us to bring blessings to others 
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show.  In the words of Numbers 6.24-26:

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace.

Merry Christmas!

— Fr. Morgan

Opening of the Jubilee Year

On December 24, 2024, Pope Francis will open 
the Jubilee Year which will conclude on January 6, 
2026. The theme of the 2025 Jubilee is "Pilgrims of 
Hope". We look forward to celebrating the Jubilee 
here at St. Basil's in the year ahead throughout our 
ministries. 
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to join our Archbishop, Frank Cardinal Leo, to 
open the Jubilee Year with a Solemn Opening 
Mass at St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica, at 5 p.m. 
on Sunday, December 29, 2024. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available at the Cathedral 
before Mass from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. We will be 
distributing prayer cards for the Jubilee Year next 
weekend at all Masses. 

ShareLife

ShareLife has been a supporter of the programs 
at our own parish, helping us extend care and 
compassion to the community.

Thanks to the generosity of ShareLife, St. 
Basil's received a $5,000 grant that will support 
our Outreach Ministry, which provides 225 meals 
to our guests and neighbours each week. This 
support brings nourishment and hope to those we 
proudly serve.

Your gift will double in value! From now  
until year end, your contribution to our parish’s 
ShareLife campaign will be matched by an 
anonymous donor up to a total of $500,000. You 
can donate using a ShareLife envelope, or online 
at sharelife.org/donate.
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Administered by the Basilian Fathers
Office Hours

Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 1:00pm
Sunday: 8:15am - 1:15pm

Sunday Masses
5:00pm (sat)
9:00am; 10:30am; 12:00pm; 4:30pm

Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday: 7:30am; 12:10pm

Confessions
Monday - Friday: 11:30am - 12:00pm
Saturday: 4:30pm - 5:00pm

Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals

Please see the parish website or call the main 
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notice.

December 25, 2024 Nativity of the Lord

Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Monday - Friday: 5:10pm

Adoration
Tuesday: 3:00pm-6:00pm

God’s Face Shining on Us

“O God, let your face shine on us, and we shall be 
saved”.  In my times of prayer, I seem to keep noticing 
these words from the Old Testament, including from 
Psalm 80, which is the responsorial psalm for the 4th 
Sunday of Advent, and other passages like the Priestly 
Blessing (Numbers 6.24-26) and Psalm 4.  The authors 
of these passages recognized the power of God’s face 
shining on us, bringing us salvation, blessing, and peace.  
What is a bit paradoxical is that there are also passages 
warning that to see God face-to-face would cause one 
to die (Exodus 33.20), though it did not always happen, 
like when Jacob wrestled with God, whom he saw, and 
yet his life was preserved (Genesis 32.30).  If death could 
result, then to see God’s face might not be something 
sought.
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